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CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


March,  1956. 


A  Special  Calling 

EXCERPTS  TAKEN  FROM  THE  IMPROVEMENT  ERA 


".  .  .  Jesus  saith  to  Simon  Peter,  Simon,  son  of  Jonas,  lovest  thou  me  .  .  .?  He 
saith  unto  him.  Yea,  Lord  thou  knowest  that  I  love  thee.  He  saith  unto  him,  Feed  my 
lambs." 

To  be  a  trusted  caretaker  of  the  flock  seems  to  be  a  special  calling  of  Elder  Marion 
Duff  Hanks  who,  on  conference  Sunday,  October  4,  1953,  was  sustained  as  a  member 
of  the  First  Council  of  the  Seventy.  Early  and  late  his  classes  (at  Salt  Lake  City  West 
High  Seminary  where  he  served  as  principal,  and  at  the  Institute  of  Religion  where  he 
was  an  instructor)  have  been  a  beacon  light  to  students  who  beat  a  path  to  the  class- 
room doors.  When  he  was  not  with  the  youth  of  Zion,  counseling  and  encouraging 
them,  he  was  at  his  assigned  duties  as  assistant  director  of  the  Bureau  of  Information 
of  Temple  Square  (a  position  he  has  held  since  1946). 

Elder  Hanks  is  a  young  people's  man.  He  knows,  loves  and  appreciates  their 
viewpoints;  he  knows  how  to  bring  the  best  out  of  them;  but  he  is  anchored  by  many 
years  of  teaching,  of  growth,  and  of  activity  in  the  Church.  He  was  a  Sunday  School 
teacher  at  the  age  of  fifteen — assigned  to  teach  boys  not  much  younger  than  himself. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  stake  boards  of  MIA  and  Sunday  School  in  Salt  Lake  Stake 
(where  he  was  born  and  reared)  before  accepting  a  call  to  fulfill  a  mission  in  the 
Northern  States  (1942-1944).  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church  championship  M  Man 
19th  Ward  Basketball  team  in  1947;  he  is  a  Master  M  Man;  he  has  performed,  especially 
during  June  conferences,  a  number  of  special  services  for  the  general  boards  of  the 
MIA.  While  attending  the  law  school  at  the  University  of  Utah  he  was  active  in 
Delta  Phi,  the  returned  missionaries'  social  fraternity,  and  at  present  serves  as  adviser 
to  the  chapter  on  the  University  of  Utah  campus.  He  is  much  sought  after  as  a 
fireside  speaker,  he  has  a  class  at,  the  Mission  Home  in  "difficult  questions";  and  on 
Sunday  morning  was  the  adviser  for  the  teachers'  quorum  of  the  Aaronic  Priesthood 
in  the  Wasatch  Ward,  Hillside  Stake.  When  the  call  came  to  the  First  Council  of  the 
Seventy,  his  thirty-second  birthday  was  still  over  a  week  away. 

In  the  mission  field  his  record  was  outstanding.  Shortly  after  returning  from 
the  mission  field  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Navy.  There  were  about  six  hundred 
Latter-day  Saint  men  in  training  at  the  San  Diego  Naval  Base,  and  Elder  Hanks  was 
chosen  by  the  Church  to  be  the  group  leader.  Later  he  became  a  first  class  petty 
officer  aboard  a  submarine  chaser  on  extended  South  Pacific  duty.  Here  he  was  the 
only  LDS  members  of  the  crew  and  was  selected  by  the  ship's  captain  to  serve  as  the 
chaplain  for  the  some  two  hundred  officers  and  men  on  board  ship. 

He  married  Maxine  Christensen  in  1949,  the  daughter  or  Elder  and  Sister  Ellwood 
Christensen  of  Honolulu. 

Elder  Marion  Duff  Hanks  was  born  October  13,  1921,  in  Salt  Lake  City,  as  the 
youngest  of  seven  children  of  Stanley  Alonzo  and  Maude  Frame  Hanks.  His  father, 
a  municipal  judge  of  Salt  Lake  City,  died  when  Marion  was  two  years  old.  His  widowed 
mother  reared  six  children  to  maturity. 

He  found  time,  in  the  past  several  years,  to  serve  in  many  non-church  assignments 
in  Salt  Lake  City.  He  has  served  as  president  of  the  Emigration  chapter,  Sons  of  the 
Utah  pioneers;  for  three  years  as  chairman  of  the  speakers'  bureau  of  Salt  Lake  City 
Community  Chest;  and  more  recently  as  Salt  Lake  County  co-chairman  of  the  Cancer 
Society. 

The  Church  indeed  welcomed  this  young  man  who  has  done  so  much  for  the 
youth  of  the  Church  in  the  Salt  Lake  City  area,  and  been  active  civically,  when  he  was 
called  to  his  position  and  trust — as  a  member  of  the  First  Council  of  the  Seventy  of 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 
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VISITING  IIAI- 1 1  I)   18  '.".o.ooo 

Bl  i      !Dii  K  B:      A.s    the    final 
week  of   public  tours  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Temple  drew  to  a 
it    was    expected    the    total 
have  viewed  the  magniflceir 
strucure   would    approach.   U 
surpass,   the   650.000   mark 

The  Temple  will  (  I 
public  viewing  Saturday  night 
(February  18th»  after 
work  will  start  toward  preparing 
for  the  dedicatory  services  which 
will  open  Sunday.  March  11. 
Dedicatory  services  will  be  held 
twice  daiiy.  at  9.30  am  and  at 
2.30  p.m.  on  March  11.  13,  IS  and 
14. 

President  David  O.  Mckay  will 
preside  at  the  services  and  offer 
the  dedicatory  prayer.  H. 
counselors  In  the  First  Presi- 
dency and  all  of  the  General 
Authorities  are  expected  to  be 
present  at  the  Sunday  services 
and  most  of  them  will  probably 
continue  in  attendance  through- 
out the  eu;ht  sessions  of  the 
dedication. 

PERFECT     7-YKAR     Etl  I  OBD 
SET     BY     STOCKTON     \\  IBD 

One  of  the  best  records  in  the 
ward  teaching  programme  in  the 
Church  has  been  achieved  m 
Stockton  Ward.  Tooele  Slake 
For  seven  years  this  ward  has 
maintained  a  perfect 
visiting  each  family  each  month. 
President  Alex  F.  Dunn.  Tooele 
Stake  said:  "It  has  not  always 
been  as  easy  as  it  sounds.  It  has 
required  constant  vidian*  • 
the  part  of  Bllhop  Harwood  He 
has  convinced   us   that   the  sue- 

teaching    rie; 
entirely    on     he    attitude   of    the 
bishopric       themselves.        Wards 
don't    differ,    just    bishr; 

"The  very  remarkable  part  of 
this  ward  teaching  record  is  that 
the  last  tv  >  years  of  Bishop 
Harwood's  service  he  was  ill. 
with  his  condition  ranging 
very    serious    in    the   hospital    to 


Blowl  about   his   home. 

but  never  faltermg  in  directing 
the  drive  to  keep  his  ward  on 
•as  a  better  man  i 
as  ill  than  some  bishops  in 
the  full  bloom  of  health. 
shows  how  the  ward  teaching 
programme   should    : 

H.Min  El  m  i»i\(.    PKOJ1  <   i 
UNDEB     U\^  well 

advanced  on  a  $200,000  m»i 
ment  :ue  to  the  Alberta 

Temple  at  Cardston  The  overall 
plan  in  the  temple  building  and 
landscaping  programme  I 
enlarge  the  facilities  of  the 
le  without  changing  the 
building  proper.  This  is 
pleasing  to  the  thousands  of 
Church  members  in  the  Cana- 
dian stakes  and  missions  and 
friends  of  the  Church  and 
admirers  of  the  temple  across 
the  Domin 

M  U  \\M  \         kPPBOl  »  l» 

l  (ti;     -I      Gl  ORG1       M  Mil  i 

ent  Harold  S    Si 
dent    of   the   St    George  Temple 
ed    that    $200,000  had   been 
appropriated    for    a    new    annex 
for     the     St       George     Te: 
Included   in   the   programme 
be  r  new  assembly  room  with  a 
an  office 
ach  member  of  the  Temple 
dency    and    matron,    a    new 
nlarged    laun- 
\ith     all     modern 
ment    and   air   conditioning 
installed 

\i  \\  mm  mi  i;  I  \<  rOBfl 
i  OB  <  m  R4  H  will  \i;i  ii  I 
POSl  s 

.mentation  and  "high  fi- 
nance" the 
leather-making  industry  in  Utah 

•  he    Church     Welfare 
gramme.  Wells  Stake  r. 
the   second  phase  of 

new 

plant  furnishes  an  outlet  for  the 

tannery'    begun   eight    years  ago 

ntinued  on  page 
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Monumental  Gifts 
of   the  Church 


By  Marion  D.  Hanks 


I  remember  a  conference  years  ago  in  which 
someone  following  Bishop  Richards  spoke  of 
the  still  small  voice.  I  may  fit  that  description 
today  after  this  wonderful  and  energetic  and 
lovely  message  from  Bishop  Buehner. 

My  heart  is  full  of  gratitude  today  for  many 
things.  I  am  very  grateful  for  the  rain,  and  for 
the  lovely  weather  which  preceded  it,  each  of 
which  is  a  blessing  suited  to  our  needs.  I  am 
very  grateful  that  we  may  meet  in  this 
marvelous  old  building.  I  am  grateful  for  the 
privilege  of  missionary  service  on  these  grounds 
for  the  past  six  years.  One  cannot  have  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  these  buildings  day 
after  day  and  not  acquire  in  his  soul  an  appre- 
ciation for  them  and  for  those  who  build  them. 

These  buildings  attract  others,  in  addition  to 
us.  I  remember  the  guide  tour  which  was 
joined  by  a  sweet  woman  from  an  eastern  city. 
As  we  left  this  building  she,  who  had  come 
with  some  pre-conceived  negative  notions  about 
Mormonism  but  had  been  touched  by  what  she 
heard  and  felt  here,  turned  to  her  husband  and 
almost  reverentially  and  with  a  tear  in  her  eye 
said  to  him,  but  still  with  her  notions,  "George, 
isn't  it  marvelous  what  ignorant  people  can 
do?" 

Well,  it  has  been  a  great  blessing  these  years 
to  be  able  to  tell  such  good  people,  and  many 
thousands  like  them,  that  the  people  who  did 
the  work  which  we  enjoy  here  today  and  each 
day,  were  not  ignorant.  They  were  people  of 
courage  and  faith  and  dignity  and  initiative 
and  integrity,  who  were  always  willing  to  give 
up  conveniences  and  comforts  but  never  their 
convictions;  they  were  not  ignorant  people. 

It  has  been  a  great  privilege  also  to  know,  as 
we  have  learned  to  love  these  buildings  and 
those  who  built  them,  something  of  other 
monuments  which  they  left  us,  not  so  physically 
tangible,  but  infinitely  more  important.  Last 
night  as  I  walked  through  these  grounds  at  a 
late  hour — and  I  make  a  habit  of  that,  I 
commend  it  to  you,  for  these  are  beautiful  and 
thoughtful  and  wonderful  hours,  in  the  early 
morning  and  late  evening — I  thought  of  the 
words  reported  to  be  inscribed  on  the  tomb- 
stone of  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  the  great  British 
architect  and  builder.    It  is  said  that  there  is 


writen  on  the  tomb  of  this  man  who  built  more 
than  fifty  chapels  in  London,  including  St. 
Paul's  and  was  one  of  the  great  architects  of 
his  day,  these  words:  "If  you  seek  his  monu- 
ment, look  around  you." 

I  suggest  to  you  that  as  Latter-day  Saints  it 
isn't  very  difficult  to  look  around  us  and  see 
the  mohuments  left  by  these  who  worked  here 
so  well  and  courageously,  and  with  such 
integrity,  so  long  ago.  In  the  moment  or  two 
available,  may  I  suggest  two  or  three  of  these 
other  monuments  which  they  made  available 
to  us :  the  monumental  blessing  for  instance  of 
truth  and  testimony,  of  spiritual  knowledge,  of 
freedom  from  the  sins  of  the  world;  the  monu- 
mental heritage  of  possibility  for  personal 
union  with  God,  for  peace  in  this  life',  and 
eternal  life  in  the  world  to  come;  the  monu- 
mental gift  of  great  books  of  scripture,  in 
which  are  written  not  only  the  lessons  of  life, 
but  the  great  revelations  of  God  to  men.  And 
with  these  and  all  the  other  monuments,  they 
left  us  the  monument  of  work,  which  they  were 
willing  and  able  to  perform.  O  how  we  need 
to  learn  it. 

With  a  knowledge  of  these  monuments  they 
dedicated  to  us,  there  comes  the  sober  second 
thought  expressed  well  by  Goethe,  the  great 
German  poet-philosopher,  who  said:  "What 
from  your  fathers'  heritage  is  lent,  earn  it  anew 
to  really  possess  it,"  which  is  to  say  that  while 
these  great  blessings  of  monumental  value 
come  to  us  from  our  pioneer  forebears,  they  are 
of  such  a  nature  that  they  may  be  really 
possessed  only  by  him  or  her  who  is  willing 
to  really  earn  and  merit  them. 

There  was  the  day,  and  I  recall  it  with 
pleasure,  when  a  man  came  here,  a  man  from 
the  government  of  Israeli,  in  fact  he  was  a 
ministerial  official  of  that  nation.  It  happened 
to  be  late  in  the  evening,  and  there  weren't 
many,  people  around,  and  I  had  a  casual  and 
very  pleasant  talk  with  him.  He  was  a  jolly 
fellow  of  the  kind,  Brother  Buehner  has  been 
talking  about,  a  little  bit  corpulent  and  pleasant 
and  humorous.  He  was  a  Jew  of  intelligence, 
with  rabbinical  training  in  fact.  He  asked  many 
questions  of  interest  about  us  and  our  faith, 
and  I  had  the  privilege  of  telling  him  as  best 
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J  could  cf  the  great  truths,  monumental  truths. 
that  had  come  to  us  from  God  through  our 
forebears  Ik-  invited  conversation  about  our 
relationship,  him  anil  me.  and  I  told  him  we 
were  cousins  in  a  real  sense,  that  we  both  came 
from  the  family  of  Isi.iel.  and  I  identified 
myself  as  being  of  the  lineage  of  F;phraim.  He 
leaned  back,  gasped,  and  laid,  Say  again." 
And  so  we  began  to  repeat.  "Through  Abra- 
ham. Isaac,  Jacob,  and  through  Joseph  to 
Ephraim,  came  the  covenant  blessings;  many 
of  us  arc  of  Kphraim." 

"Well."  he  said.  "I  came  to  America  to  learn 
about  agriculture.  I  came  to  Utah  to  learn 
about  irrigation.  I  expected  to  learn  man\ 
interesting  things,  but  I  never  expected  to  find 

the  lost  suns  of  Iphraim." 

He  went  away.  He  came  back  in  the  morn- 
ing. He  said.  "Tell  me  again."  So  we  told 
him,  "From  God  to  Abraham.  Isaac,  Jacob, 
and  through  Joseph  to  Ephraim  come  the 
birthright  blessings."  And  we  talked  for  some 
time,  identifying  his  progenitors,  his  forebears, 
with  ours,  and  he  left  figuratively,  almost 
literally,  holding  his  head  in  his  hands  with 
what  he  had  heard.  We  have  heard  from  him 
several  times  since,  he  bearing  testimony  in  his 
own  way  of  this,  to  him,  new  and  marvellous 
story.  And  I  thought  how  grateful  I  am  for 
the  monumental  link  left  me  which  connects 
me  with  all  dispensations  past,  which  tell  me 
who  I  am.  whence  I  came  and  what  my  destiny 
might  be. 

I  am  grateful  for  many  other  monumental 
truths.  If  it  were  feasible  we  might  show  you 
a  file,  full  of  letters  from  people  of  education, 
wealth,  power,  prominence,  good  character, 
reiterating,  each  of  them  in  his  own  words,  the 
simple  story  one  of  them  told  as  he  wrote,  "I 
found  in  one  hour  on  these  grounds  among 
your  people  more  peace  and  faith  and  some- 
thing to  hang  to  than  I  had  ever  known  before." 
Well,  these  are  monumental  blessings,  but  they 
come  to  us  only  as  we  individually  earn  them, 
which  \i  the  only  manner  in  which  we  might 
really  possess  them. 

May  I  suggest  to  you,  as  I  conclude,  one 
other  item  which  I  think  will  be  of  interest. 
I  mentioned  the  great  scriptures,  these  books  of 
truth  and  revelation,  which  God  has  given  us. 


(Continued  from  page  35) 
Since  the  first  of  the  year  shoes 
in  12  types  and  styles  have  been 
produced  for  use  in  the  pro- 
gramme. The  factory  has  a 
daily  capacity  of  150  pairs  of 
shoes,  with  the  present  output  at 
near  1.000  pairs  monthly.  The 
plant   is  under  the  management 


These   too  must   be   individually    earned   I 
p  sed      It   would  thrill  you.  and  in  a  sense 

make  you  chagrined,  as  it  has  mc.  to  learn  the 
reaction  of  main  great  and  good  people  to 
these  scriptures  I  et  me  read  VOU  two  lines 
from  two  leten  from  a  certain  doctor  from 
Tel-A\i\  He  had  had  the  Book  Ol  M>>rmon 
He  said.  "  I  he  lirst  reading  has  made  this 
material  prCCU  us  for  me  in  another  sense  It 
deals  with  main  problems  occupying  DM 
every  man  concerned  with  his  and  mankind's 
destiny.*1  And  be  writes  I  little  later.  "1  i 
like  tO  add  that   I   have  been  deepls   impressed 

by  everything  that  I  have  n 

particular^    as  .i    Hebrew    scholar.  b>    the  true 
continuation   of  the    Bible   spirit    in   the    B 
of  Mormon." 

I   will   read  one   other   simple  sentence  from 
a    lovely    woman    who    picked    up   a   copy   of 
the    Book    of    Mormon    and    who   wrote    this 
"I  am  reading  with  greatest  delight  the  blessed 
truths  contained  in  that  hook    I  never  dreamed 
that  the  Book  of  Mormon  was  like  that,  r 
I   thought  hard  things  ahi  ut   it  and   sou. 
received  m>  information  from  articles  in  secular 
magazines.     I   belong  tO  another  denomination 
but."   and   get    this,   "how    I    rejoice   to   know 
the  truth  and  drink   in  the  precious  words  of 
men   like  Nephi  ami    MoSUtfa   and    Mma. 
my  heart  rejoices,  and  I  think  to  myself,  how 
marvelous  it  is  to  be  able  to  drink  in  the  pre 
Cious  words  of  Nephi  and   Mosiah  and   Alma. 
and  yet  how   many  latter-day   S.unts  have  IivcJ 
and  died  without  ever   h.ning  known   them 

God  bless  us  to  appreciate,  to  understand 
what  the  scriptures  say.  Hear  the  I  Ord*l 
recorded  in  the  Doctrine  and  (  o\enants:  "For 
what  doth  it  protit  I  man  if  ■  gift  is  bestowed 
upon  him.  and  he  receive  not  the  gift .'  Behold 
he  rejoices  not  in  that  which  is  gi\en  unto  him. 
neither  rejoices  in  him  who  is  the  gi\cr  of  the 

gift."    (D.  and  (    88:33.) 

d  help  us  to  appreciate  the  monuments 
around  us  God  bless  us  that  we  may  have 
seme  enough,  faith  enough,  courage  enough.  I  I 
understand  that  here  are  marvelous  truths  that 
we  must  individual!)  earn  anew,  if  we  would 
have  them.  I  humbly  pray,  in  the  name  of 
lesus  (  hr  ist.       \men 


of  Ingerman  H  Bendtsen.  a 
convert  to  the  Church  from 
Denmark.     His   err  its  of 

four  men  and  five  women, 
operate  the  machines  necessary 
to  the  production  of  all  articles 
manufactured  which  include 
work  gloves,  brick  pads  and 
work  aprons,  besides  shoes 
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I  BECAME  A  MORMON 


By  Andries  Naude 


I  was  born  in  1932  at  Vryheid,  Natal,  and 
was  brought  up  like  any  other  farmers'  son, 
living  close  to  nature.  In  due  course  of  time 
I  was  sent  to  boarding  school,  and  after  com- 
pleting my  schooling  I  went  for  a  year  to  work 
for  an  uncle  of  mine  at  Angola  in  the  Trans- 
vaal. 

In  1951  I  came  to  Pietermaritzburg  to  study 
Accountancy.  While  I  was  living  here  at  the 
Y.M.C.A.  I  became  interested  in  religion.  The 
problem  then  was  to  know  which  church  to 
join.  I  did  not  know  which  church  was  true. 
For  at  least  a  year  I  went  from  one  church  to 
the  next.  I  at  the  time  correctly  believed  that 
only  one  church  could  be  completely  right. 
My  friends  at  the  Y.M.C.A.  must  have  con- 
sidered my  outlook  on  religion  and  churches 
very  strange;  for  quite  often  I  would  find 
myself  in  bitter  arguments  with  the  other 
residents.  I  must  have  been  very  difficult  to 
live  with. 

About  this  time  I  spoke  to  quite  a  number 
of  ministers  of  various  religions  and  sects  but 
they  never  inspired  or  impressed  me  with  what 
they  had  to  say.  At  the  Y.M.C.A.  we  used  to 
have  religious  discussion  groups  on  Monday 
evenings  which  were  directed  by  a  Protestant 
minister.  At  these  meetings  we  would  consider 
points  of  doctrine,  problems,  history  or  any 
other  matter  of  interest.  At  the  time  it  seemed 
to  me  that  the  ministers  didn't  know  what  they 
were  talking  about.  For  some  reason  when  I 
would  attend  these  discussion  groups  I  would 
always  get  myself  into  arguments  because  I 
disagreed  with  much  of  what  was  presented. 
After  a  while  these  arguments  got  so  bad  that 
I  stopped  going  to  these  discussion  groups  for 
that  very  reason. 

Each  Sunday  I  used  to  attend  services  at 
various  churches  with  a  very  real  desire  to 
receive  something  substantial  and  wonderful, 
but  I  would  always  leave  these  various  churches 
with  a  feeling  of  undescribable  hopelessness 
and  futility  within  myself.  While  I  was  bitterly 
unhappy  in  this  spiritual  wilderness,  Bernard 
Milne  (now  the  Elder  Milne  who  is  on  a 
mission  in  South  Africa)  was  transferred  by  his 
firm  from  Johannesburg  to  Pietermaritzburg. 
He  came  to  live  at  the  Y.M.C.A.  I  happened 
to  meet  him  and  to  me  he  seemed  like  a  decent 
sort  of  fellow. 

6ne  evening  when  Bernard  and  I  were  going 
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to  a  "house  blessing,"  as  we  called  it,  I 
happened  to  ask  him  which  church  he  belonged 
to.  He  promptly  replied  that  he  was  a 
"Mormon."  I  was  so  shocked  that  I  hardly 
said  another  word  to  him  that  evening.  1 
couldn't  understand  how  a  man  could  be  a 
"Mormon"  and  still  appear  to  be  such  a  decent 
person. 

A  few  days  later  I  met  Bernard  in  the 
library.  He  was  looking  up  information  about 
his  ancestors.  I  couldn't  understand  why  such 
an  apparently  sane  person,  like  Bernard  Milne, 
would  do  such  strange  things.  It  seemed  beyond 
my  understanding.  Nevertheless  this  brief 
acquaintance  with  this  rather  strange  religion 
had  created  some  interest.  Shortly  after  this 
Bernard  told  me  about  the  "Book  of  Mormon," 
and  I  at  once  said  that  I  would  like  to  read  the 
book.  This  must  have  shocked  him  about  as 
much  as  I  had  been  when  I  heard  that  he  was 
a  "Mormon."  Within  what  seemed  to  be  only 
seconds  I  was  presented  with  a  copy  of  the 
"Book  of  Mormon."  In  between  my  studies 
and  other  responsibilities  I  read  the  "Book  of 
Mormon"  and  by  the  time  Bernard  Milne  left 
Pietermaritzburg  I  was  well  on  the  journey  to 
completing  the  book. 

A  few  months  later,  when  the  Mormon 
missionaries    arrived    in    this    fair    city    they 
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b>   Joseph   I  hiding  Smith 
of   I  he  (  ouncil  of  J  he  I  welve 


YOUR  WESTION 

THE  WORD  OF  WISDOM 


Taken  from   the   lmpro>  uncut    I  r.i 


Q\  I  SI  ION: 

Will  you  please  tell  me  if  the  Word  of  Wis 
dom    has   ever   been    presented   to  the  Church 
as    a    commandment    making    its    observance 
obligatory  upon  the  members  o\~  the  (  hurch'.' 
ANSWER  : 

This  question  is  one  of  a  score  lhat  have 
been  received  in  relation  to  the  Word  of 
Wisdom.  Some  of  the  questions  are  due  to 
misunderstanding  and  others,  apparently 
seeking  answers  that  will  justify  a  violation  or 
modification  of  the  provisions  enumerated  in 
the  revelation.  The  simple  answer  to  this 
question  is  yes,  such  commandment  has  been 
given  and  repeated  on  several  occasions 
September  9,  1851,  President  Brigham  Young 
stated  thai  the  members  of  the  (hurch  had  had 
sufficient  time  to  be  taught  the  import  of  this 
revelation  and  that  henceforth  it  was  to  be 
considered  a  divine  commandment.  This  was 
first  put  to  vote  before  the  male  members  of 
the  congregation  and  then  before  the  women 
and  by  unanimous  vote  accepted.  President 
Joseph  F.  Smith  at  a  conference  meeting  in 
October  1908,  made  the  same  statement,  and 
this  has  been  repeated  from  time  to  time. 

It  is  true  that  when  it  was  first  revealed  it 
was  not  given  as  a  commandment  made 
mandatory  upon  the  members  as  the  command- 
ments of  the  Decalogue  are.  Nevertheless  the 
meaning  is  clear,  so  that  no  member  with 
sincere  desire  to  do  the  will  of  the  1  ord  will 
think  of  wilfully  violating  the  counsel  it  con- 
tains During  the  first  few  years  after  the 
organization  of  the  Church,  converts  came 
out  of  the  world  who  saw  nothing  wrong  in 
the  use  of  tobacco  and  the  drinking  of  wine. 
and  in  some  instances  even  stronger  alcoholic 
beverages.  To  correct  this  evil,  which  reason 
teaches  us  is  harmful  to  the  body,  and  to 
cleanse  the  (hurch  of  such  habits,  the  Lord 
gave  this  Word  of  Wisdom.  No  matter  how 
we  may  look  at  it,  the  intent  is  clear  that  it 
should  be  faithfully  observed.  To  answer  all 
the  questions  which  have  been  a>ked  dealing 
with  its  instruction  would  require  a  volume  ol 
considerable  size.  Let  us  rather  consider  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  given : 

"To  be  sent  greeting;  not  by  commandment 


or  constraint,  hut  h>   revelation  and  the 
ot  wisdom,  showing  forth  the  order  and  will  ol 
God   in    the  temporal   s.ihation   of  all  saints  in 
the  last  days — 

diven  for  a  principle  with  promise  adapted 
to  the  capacit\  oi  the  weak  and  the  weakest 
of  all  saints,  who  are  or  CM  be  called  saints' 
(I),  and  (      B9:    2-3). 

It  seems  to  most  members  ot  the  (  hurch 
that  all  the  Lord  needs  to  sa\  is  that  it  is  his 
will  that  his  re\  elation  should  be  observed  and 
kept.     It   is  written  : 

I  or   behold,    it    is    not    meet    that    I    should 
ei  rnmand  in  all  things;  for  he  that  is  compelled 
in  all  things,  the  same  is  a  slothful  and  not  I 
wise    servant:    wherefore    he    recei\eth    n 
ward."     (Ibid..  58:26.) 

Among  other  questions  received  we  find 
such  as  this:  "Why  docs  not  the  Lord  gi\c  us 
further  revelation  to  cover  the  man>  other 
stimulants  and  drinks  and  the  proper  food 
the  body?*1  I  he  answer  is  because  such  ref- 
lation is  unnecessan  1  he  Word  of  Wisdom 
is  a  basic  law.  It  points  the  wa>  and  giscs  us 
ample  instruction  in  regard  to  both  food  an.l 
drink,  good  for  the  bod)  and  also  detrimental 
If  we  sincere!)  follow  what  is  written  with  the 
aid  of  the  Spirit  of  the  I  ord.  we  need  no 
further  counsel.  This  wonderful  instruction 
contains   the    following    promise 

"And  all  s.nnts  who  remember  to  keep  and 
do  these  sa\s.  walking  in  i  bedicnce  to  the 
commandments,  shall  reCCtVC  health  in  their 
navel  and   marrow    to  their   bones. 

"And  shall   find   witdOfll  and  great   Irc.i 
of  knowledge,  even   bidden   treasures. 

"And  sluill  run  and  not  be  wears,  and  shall 
walk  and  not   faint  "  (Ibid 

Thus  In  keeping  the  commandment  wc  arc 
promised  inspiration  and  the  guidance  of  the 
Spirit  o\  the  I  ord  through  which  we  will  know 
what  is  good  and  what  is  bad  lor  the  b 
without  the  I  ord  presenting  us  with  a  detailed 
list  separating  the  good  things  from  the 
lhat  we  m.i\  be  protected  We  will  learn  b\ 
this  faithful  obsenance  that  the  promises  of 
the  lord  are  fulfilled  We  wffl  learn  more 
nearl\  the  %alue  of  our  mortal  bodies.  The\ 
have  been  given  us  as  eternal  tabernacle 
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our  spirits.  Each  soul  (i.e.  spirit  and  body 
combined)  in  the  resurrection  will  be  joined 
inseparably,  never  again  to  be  divided.  We 
will  have  our  own  identity  as  distinctly  as  we 
do  now,  for  as  Amulek  said: 

"The  spirit  and  the  body  shall  be  reunited 
again  in  its  perfect  form;  both  limb  and  joint 
shall  be  restored  to  its  proper  frame,  even  as 
we  now  are  at  this  time;  and  we  shall  be 
brought  to  stand  before  God,  knowing  even  as 
we  know  now,  and  have  a  bright  recollection 
of  all  our  guilt  .  .  . 

"Now,  behold,  I  have  spoken  unto  you  con- 
cerning the  death  of  the  mortal  body,  and  also 
concerning  the  resurrection  of  the  mortal  body. 
I  say  unto  you  that  this  mortal  body  is  raised 
to  an  immortal  body,  that  is  from  death,  even 
from  the  first  death  unto  life,  that  they  can  die 
no  more;  their  spirits  uniting  with  their  bodies, 
never  to  be  divided;  thus  the  whole  becoming 
spiritual  and  immortal,  that  they  can  no  more 
see  corruption."    (Alma  11:43-45). 

In  the  resurrection  we  are  to  receive  rewards 
according  to  our  individual  works,  and  it  is 
written  that  they  who  are  filthy  in  this  life 
will,  in  that  life,  be  filthy  still.  (Rev.  22:11; 
Alma  41:14-15.)  Therefore  if  we  love  the 
truth,  we  should  delight  in  doing  these  things 
which  the  Lord,  would  have  us  do. 

One  passage  in  this  revelation  (v.  4.)  is  quite 
generally  overlooked.  It  states  that  the  time 
should  come  when  wicked  and  designing  men 
would  resort  to  practices  of  adulteration  of 
foods  and  drinks  in  order  to  get  gain,  to  the 
injury  of  the  health  of  their  victims.  How  true 
these  words  have  been.  So  evil  have  these 
practices    become    that    the    government    was 


forced  to  enact  pure  food  and  drug  laws  for 
■  the  protecion  of  the  people.  Notwithstanding 
these  wholesome  laws,  still  evil  practices  are 
going  on  contrary  to  the  law,  and  harmful 
drugs  are  smuggled  into  the  country  bringing 
misery  and  death  to  thousands. 

There  are  many  ways  in  which  we  may 
break  the  Word  of  Wisdom.  We  break  it 
when  we  eat  more  than  is  needful,  even  of 
wholesome  foods.  We  have  been  commanded 
to  do  all  things  in  moderation,  "with  judgment, 
not  to  excess,  neither  by  extortion."  (Ibid.. 
59 :  20.)  The  Lord  has  not  condemned  the  use 
of  white  flour,  nor  white  granulated  sugar. 
There  are  some  among  us  who  cannot  eat 
whole  wheat  bread  and  the  coarser  foods 
because  of  peculiar  physical  conditions.  If 
white  sugar  were  to  be  condemned,  then  the 
Lord  would  not  have  revealed  to  President 
Wilford  Woodruff  the  need  of  building  a  sugar 
factory.  Some  persons  are  allergic  to  one 
thing  and  others  to  another,  yet  what  they 
cannot  take  are  wholesome  to  others.  Any 
perfect  food  that  is  good  for  the  body,  can  be 
harmful  by  over-indulgence.  According  to  the 
promise  of  the  Lord  we  will  have  wisdom  to 
understand  these  things  by  virtue  of  faithful 
observance  of  this  basic  law — the  Word  of 
Wisdom. 

A  safe  guide  to  each  and  all  is  this:  If  in 
doubt  as  to  any  food  or  drink,  whether  it  is 
good  or  harmful,  let  it  alone  until  you  have 
learned  the  truth  in  regard  to  it.  If  anything 
offered  is  habit-forming,  we  will  be  safe  in 
concluding  that  it  contains  some  ingredients 
that  are  harmful  to  the  body  and  should  be 
avoided. 
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suggested  that  I  attend  a  few  cottage  meetings. 
I  declined  their  offer,  but  decided  to  go  to  their 
church  services  each  Sunday  and  keep  reading 
their  books  and  literature  on  my  own.  It 
appeared  to  me  that  there  were  a  good  many 
different  churches  in  the  world  who  were 
converting  people  to  their  faiths.  I  said  to 
myself,  "Would  I  not  have  been  similarly 
interested  in  any  of  these  other  groups."  I 
therefore  carried  on  studying  the  Gospel  on 
my  own. 

At  this  time  my  parents  were  giving  me  a 
little  trouble  about  the  Church  and  I  am  certain 
that  they  were  quite  sincere  in  their  views. 
Each  time  I  went  home  we  would  somehow 
get  into  an  argument  about  the  Church  and 
sometimes  my  mother  would  end  up  in  tears. 
In  July  of  last  year  I  told  my  parents  that  I 
was  joining  the  Church  regardless  and  I  just 


hoped  that  they  would  not  disown  me.  I  waited 
another  month  and  then  on  the  14th  of  August 
I  was  baptized.  It  was  a  very  wonderful  day — 
a  day  I  shall  never  forget.  I  think  I  felt  a 
little  like  the  Eunuch  after  Philip  had  baptized 
him;  "he  went  on  his  way  rejoicing." 

Since  being  baptized  my  friends  and  relations 
have  accepted  my  membership  in  the  Church 
very  nicely  and  they  treat  me  in  much  the 
same  way  as  before.  Personally  I  think  I  am 
quite  a  different  person  since  I  have  been  bap- 
tized. It  is  certainly  easier  to  live  with  myself 
now. 

The  entire  Gospel  appeals  to  me,  especially 
the  teaching  that  if  I  am  obedient  to  all  the 
commandments  of  the  Lord,  it  is  within  my 
reach  to  overcome  my  many  shortcomings  and 
someday  be  worthy  to  enter  back  into  the 
presence  of  my  Father  in  Heaven. 
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Elder  Lawrence  J.  Stokes  of  Salt  Lake  City. 
Utah,  was  honourably  released  February  28 
1956.  He  served  in  the  Natal.  Pretoria.  West 
Rand  and  Bulawayo  Districts 

Elder  Glen  S.  Osborne  of  Spring  City  Utah. 
was  honourably  released  February  29.  1956.  He 
served  in  the  Bloemfontein.  West  Rand.  Pretoria 
East  Rand  and  Cape  Districts. 

Elder  Ivans  T.  Schniid  of  Bern.  Idaho,  was 
honourably   released  March   2.   1966,     He  served 


in    the    West    Han:: 
and  East  Rand  Dis-. 

Elder      Union      K.      Fairbanks 
Alberta.  Canada,  was  honourably  relea 

D  the  Bloemi  •  .kom. 

I  ld<  r    Orvillr    C.   Gl  <Tta. 

Canada.  •                   rably  released  March  2.  1966 

He    served    In    the    East    i.  Rand. 
Pretoria,  and   West  Rand  Dlsti 


TRANSFERS 

Name 

Erom 

To 

int. 

Elder    Ronald    L.    Hadley 

Salisbury 

Pretoria 

Februa; 

1W56 

Sister  Thyra  Talbot 

Cape 

Pretoria 

February   14. 

1956. 

Sister    Blanche    Moon- 

Cape 

Pretoria 

Februa- 

1956 

Elder    William    M.    Gee 

Pretoria 

East  Rand 

Februa: 

1  9M 

Elder   Koven   L.    lladfield 

East  Rand 

Bula 

February  18. 

1956 

Elder    Harold    1).    Boucher 

West  Rand 

East   Rand 

■ruary   18 

Elder  Boyd  K.  Blackham 

.Port  Elizabeth 

It    Rand 

Februa: 

' 

Elder   Vern    L.    Halversen 

East  Rand 

Cape 

Februa 

I960 

APPOINTMENTS 


Elder      Samuel      P.     Roblson     was 

Supervising  Elder  of  the   Bula-' 
February  19.  1956 
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DURBAN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:     J.  Melverton  Jakins, 

P.O.  Box  3.  Montclair,  Durban,  Natal. 

Reported  by  Joyce  Walhburn 

On  the  5th  of  February  the  Branch  Presidency 
took  chai'ge  of  the  evening  service,  and  the 
programme  they  presented,  which  was  carried 
out  largely  in  music  and  song,  was  very  enjoy- 
able. 

We  are  very  happy  to  welcome  into  our  midst, 
Brother  and  Sister  Owen  and  baby  Kenneth, 
Cyril  McAravey,  and  Judy  Coetzee,  who  were 
baptized  on  the  12th. 

Visitors  to  our  branch  this  month  included 
Brother  and  Sister  Vice  and  daughter  and  Sister 
Alma  Schroeder  from  Krugersdorp.  Elders 
Grigor,  Fairbanks,  and  Schmid  spent  a  few  days 
here  prior  to  their  return  to  the  States.  During 
their  visit  the  M.I.A.  held  a  very  successful  social 
in  their  behalf.  Mr.  and  Sister  Schoonraad  of 
Margate  have  been  here  for  some  weeks  and  are 
now  preparing  to  make  their  home  in  Dundee. 
Brother  and  Sister  Dick  Jakins  and  their  family 
also  of  Margate,  have  now  moved  to  our  Branch 
and  we  look  forward  to  having  them  mingle  with 
us  in  the  future. 

PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

Branch  President:     Clarence  Doller, 

63  Heugh  Road,  Walmer,  Port  Elizabeth. 

Reported  by  Madge  McHugh 

Our  first  fireside  was  held  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Griffeth  in  Kensington. 
Elder  Jerry  Young  presented  a  talk  on  the 
Priesthood  Administration  of  the  Church.  The 
next  fireside  was  held  at  Sister  Gambles  home 
in  Newton  Park.  The  lesson  on  the  Godhead  as 
given  at  cottage  meetings  was  presented  by 
Elder  Clyde  Miller.  During  refreshment  time 
Elders  Blackham,  Miller  and  Young  entertained 
us  by  singing. 

Brother  Hugh  Helm  has  been  a  welcome 
visitor  to  Sunday  School  when  he  has  been  able 
to  come  down  from  Grahamstown. 

The  M.I.A.  held  a  Valentine  Party  on  the 
sixteenth  and  once  again  the  members  were 
asked  to  make  their  own  valentine  cards.  This 
time  it  was  a  hard  job  to  choose  which  one  was 
the  best  but  Brother  Folley's  valentine  was 
finally  chosen  as  the  best. 

The  weather  was  very  kind  to  us  on  Saturday 
night  when  we  assembled  on  the  Church  grounds 
for  another  braaivleis.     Many  friends  and   in- 


vestigators all  turned  out  to  make  it  a  huge 
success.  Before  the  evening  started  we  all  had 
a  tour  around  the  chapel  and  excitement  was 
high  when  we  saw  that  our  new  chapel  is  nearly 
completed. 

Sister  Wiggell  is  in  the  hospital  and  our 
prayers  are  with  her  at  this  time.  We  welcome 
Elder  Dahl  who  has  come  to  take  Elder  Boyd 
Blackham's  place.  Elder  Blackham  has  been 
transferred  to  Johannesburg. 

RAMAH  BRANCH 

Branch  President:     Wilfred  S.  Wrench, 

31    18th  Street,  Parkhurst,  Johannesburg. 

Reported  by  Noreen  Kroesen. 

The    M.I.A.    sponsored    three    very    enjoyable 

evenings  this  month  in  the  form  of  a  backward 

progressive  dinner,  as  well,  as  a  very  enjoyable 

valentines  party.     Congratulations  go  to  Sister 

Olive  Wallace  for  the  lovely  decorations. 

On  the  28th  a  very  inspiring  ground-breaking 
ceremony  was  held  at  the  new  Ramah  chapel 
site.  This  was  followed  by  the  Relief  Society 
Opening  Social  in  the  afternoon,  at  which  110 
people  spent  a  very  enjoyable  afternoon  eating 
and  listening  to  a  very  fine  programme  of  fine 
singing  and  poetry  reading. 

The  Branch  Conference  was  held  on  the  29th 
and  both  sessions  were  very  inspiring.  We  were 
very  pleased  to  have  the  District  Presidency 
with  us  at  the  evening  session. 

The  Melchizedek  Priesthood  was  in  charge  of 
the  evening  service  on  the  5th.  A  very  fine 
programme  was  presented.  On  the  11th  a  "fare- 
well party  was  given  by  Brother  and  Sister 
Matthews  for  the  Stark  family  who  are  on  their 
way  to  the  States.  Many  of  the  saints  were  also 
at  the  railroad  station  to  bid  them  farewell  on 
the  13th. 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:     Sidney  Spear. 

154  Waverley  Road,  Bloemfontein. 

Reported    by    Johanna    Utermohlen 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  all  is  well  in 

Bloemfontein.     Brother  Bob  Milne   is  away  on 

holiday    at    the    present    time.     Brother    Alton 

Doller   from   Durban    is   training   in   the   Army 

Camp  at  Tempe.     He  attends  our  meetings  on 

Sundays  regularily.     Our  monthly  M.I.A.  social 

was   held    this    month    at    the    home    of    Sister 

Daubney. 

Sister  Hughes  passed  away  on  the  14th  of 
February. 

KRUGERSDORP  BRANCH 

Branch  President:    Deryck  Vice, 

82   Von  Brondis  Street,  krugersdorp. 

Reported  by  Edward  Hamilton 

At  the  time  of  writing  our  Branch  President 

and  his  family  are  on  leave  in  Durban.   Primary 

was   re-opened    on   Wednesday    the   8th   at   the 

home  of  Sister  Hamilton.    Relief  Society  opened 

again  at  the  home  of  Sister  Greer. 

We  wish  to  congratulate  Brother  Danny 
Paterson  on  being  chosen  as  Second  Counsellor 
to  Brother  I.  C.  Louw,  the  District  President. 
This  was  indeed  an  honour  for  the  Krugersdorp 
Branch. 

BELLVILLE  BRANCH 
Branch  President:     Nicholas  J.  Goosen, 
57  van  Niekerk  Street,  Bellville. 
Reported  by   Mary  Dean 
The  services  given  at  the  District  Conference 
on   January   29th  were  very  inspiring.     We  all 
enjoyed  the  opportunity  of  seeing  many  of  out- 
old  friends  again. 
On  the  31st  of  January  the  M.I.A.  at  Mowbray 
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arranged  a  Braaivleis  at  Wynberg  Park.     Some 
oi    Hie  young   members  of   the  Bellville  Branch 
were  able  to  attend.    With  games  to  be  enjoy* 
and  refreshments  to  be  had.  everyone 
how  much  they  enjoyed  the  evening 

The  Relief  Society  has  once  again  started 
their  meetings  tins   month 

BPBING8  BRAN1  ii 
Branch  President:     H.  de  C.  H 
Athlone  Avenue,  Bprlni 

Kcporlt  (I  l>\    V  (  .  van   Nickerk 

I  lie  Springs  Branch  Auxiliaries  are  once  again 
functioning  and  the  respective  officers  report 
Interesting  progress.  The  Aaronic  Priesthood 
was  recently  conferred  upon  Brother  Duggie 
Hulbert 

Branch  Conference  was  once  again  an  out- 
standing success.  We  were  happy  to  have  with 
us  once  again  our  District  Clerk.  Brother  Tex 
Smith  Brother  Daniel  Patterson.  Second 
Counsellor  m  the  District  Presidency,  was  the 
main  speaker  at  the  evening  session  Brothe: 
John  Tioskie  delivered  an  outstanding  address 
on  the  importance  of  several  Biblical  personali- 
ties. Brother  Duggie  Hulbert  rendered  an  ex 
cedent  piano  solo  and  the  Branch  Quartette  als  > 
rendered  a  beautiful  number.  A.  large  number 
of  visitors  were  present  at  the  conference,  in- 
cluding Sister  Spear  from  Rhodesia  whom  we 
were  glad   to  see. 

During  the  month  the  Branch  Authorities 
have  organized  a  saving  committee  to  raise 
funds  to  purchase  lesson  books  when  the  occa- 
sion arrives. 

PIETERMARITZBURG  BRANCH 

Branch  President:     Elder  Lorin  W.  Pickett. 

c/o  Y.M.C.A..  Pietermaritzburg. 

Reported   by  .luxe    Morr'sscv 

On  the  3rd  of  February  we  held  a  braaivleis 

m   aid   of  our  Budget.  Fund  and  considering   it 

raining    a    larger    amount    of    money    was 

raised  than  was  anticipated.     A  good  time  was 

had  by  all  who  attended. 

We  were  very  fortunate  to  have  Sister  Fox 
and  Sister  Paris  spend  a  week-end  in  Pieter- 
maritzburg during  the  month 

We   held   our  first    Ftelief  Society   meeting   on 
the  7th  February.     We  feel  that  our  branch  is 
starting  to  go  ahead  at  last  and  we  are  indeed 
grateful  to  the  Lord  for  this  blessing. 
LUAN8HYA    BRANCH 
Branch   President :      Douglas  E.   Charsley. 
121   "F"   Avenue.  Luanshva 
Reported  by  Jeanne  Charsley 
We    are    glad    to    welcome    back    from    then 
holiday  In  Natal  and  the  Cape,  the  Fourie  and 
Terblanche   families.     It    is  good   to  know   that 
Marv  Anne  Fourie  is  much  better  since  her  visit 
to  the  doctors  down  South. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  welcome  Elder  Paul  I 
Derrick  to  the  Copperbelt 

We  are  now  enjoying  a  short  visit  from  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  Duncan.    We  have  been  looking 
forward  to  them  coming  to  Northern  Rhodesia 
PRETORI  \  BRANCH 
Branch  President :     Lionel  Bibb. 
282  Preller  Street.  Muchleneuk.  Pretoria 
Reported   by    Sheila    Ribb 
The  Relief  Society  has  now  re-opened  and  the 
attendance  has  been  very  good.  Roy  Arthur  and 
Jessie   Louise,    children    of    Brother   and    Sister 
Schwartzel  were  blessed  on  February  5th. 
A   very   enjoyable   Sunday   School   PkSkii 
held  at  the  Fountains  on  the  UUv 


were    happy    to    have    Br  -aniel 

Patterson   and    Ie\   Smith     I    the 

in  attendance  at  our  sac t  anient  mee 
•  bruarv  13 

MOWBB  \^    Bl  \\<  ii 
Branch    President:      Alwin    Hu 
Beach  l- 

i;  porti  g  by  I  i     gsattb 

holidays  are  gr,  and   U  • 

is  settling    back    to   •■■...:,.      :>.  •      •    < 
••id  on  Janus 

so  manv   Qj    "iir  country    membn 

this  occasion  Slid  I  m  them  at  the 

various  sessions      The   weather  and   the  spirit 

alike  were  the  .e  had  anywhere  .: 

world      Beautiful  singing  from  the  young 

the     Junior    Sunda  and     the    ( 

rounded  off    t)  •  lie  talks  that 

given    gave    us    mm  about    and    to 

follow  in  the  i 

the  day  will  remain  long  witi 

The    M.I  A     is  continuing   with   then    suniniei 
programme     On  the  31st  of  January  everybody 
dressed  m  jeans  or  other  camping  logs  assembled 
at   Wynberg   Park    for   an   enjoyable   Bran 
aand 

We    extend    our    dsSPS 
Denise    Rayner   and    Jeannette   Osborne  on   the 
death  of  their  father  on  the  February 

We  pray   that    the   Lord   will   oomfort   this  little 
family  in  their  SOI  I 

The  Relief  Society  has  reopened  fa  the  year 
A  very  pleasant  social  was  held  for  tl  • 
on  2nd  of  February,  when  the  Sisters  am: 
friends  gathered  at  "Cumorah  '    JudgA 
enthusiasm  shown,  this  should  be  a  bumpe: 
for  the  Relief  Society 

The  M.I. A.  held  a  party  on  Valentines  - 
ing.     A   large  Qgure  of   Venus  assured  a- 
this  was  a  night  for  lovers     Am  -arlet 

and  blue  hearts,   we  se1  -eek   "true 

partners    -quite  a  job.  but  one  that  kept  us  all 
smiling      Love's   Old   sweet   songs  then  rent   the 
air    until    the    refreshments    were    served       The 
evening  finished  with  dancing  and  some  n 
dancing  for  which  prises  were  awarded 

The  Priesthood  had  a  party  on  the  17th 
was  a  games  e\emng  ai  ed  good  exercise 

and  plenty  of  fun  for  the  participants. 

It  is  with  sorrow   that  we  announce  the  death 
of  Brother  Thomas  Wilson     the  Orand  01< 
of  the  South  Afnci 
passed  aw  afuUy  on  I 

February   lHt h  alter  a  short   spell  ol   limes 
'lie   Memorial   and  Funeral     •  ruary 

20th.     Brother     Sam     Rayner     paid     ir.bi. 
Brother  Wilsons  faithfulness  to  the  Oospr 
to  'he  true  spirit  of  Brotherhood  that  he  showed 
to  all    members  ol   the  Chi.' 
this  fine  gentleman  i:    m  our  ga*:  ■ 
family  we  extend  our  very  deep*  iv  and 

pray  that  the  Lord  ma 
bereavement 

We  extend  the  hand  of  sympathy  and  fellow- 
ship to  Sister  Ann  Hyland  and  Brother  John 
Hvland  on  the  death  of  Mr  Jim  Hyland  who 
died  on   the  20th 

We    are  report    lhat    Br< 

Lambrick  has   been   in   the  hospital   to  undergo 
an  operation.     Brother  Rons 
been  in  the  hospital   for  operations  on  his  ear 
Sister   Elizabeth    Neale   is    still   In    the   Conradie 
Hospital,    where    she  ierful 

example  of  patience  and  faith 
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Another  Step  Forward 


By  Noreen  Kroesen 


A  very  inspiring  ground  breaking  ceremony 
was  held  at  the  new  Ramah  Chapel  site  on 
Saturday,  January  29th.  Many  saints  and 
missionaries  were  present  including  some  of 
the  members  from  other  branches.  We  were 
very  happy  to  see  the  architect,  Mr.  Sayce,  and 
his  wife  present. 

The  meeting  opened)  with  the  saints  singing 
"The  Spirit  of  God  Like  a  Fire  Is  Burning." 
Elder  James  H.  Bean,  the  supervising  elder  of 
the  West  Rand  District,  then  offered  the  in- 
vocation. 

Brother  Norman  G.  Muir  addressed  the 
meeting  and  in  his  talk  took  us  back  to  the 
war  years  when  there  was  a  small  building 
committee  at  Ramah.  At  that  time  an  option 
was  held  on  a  plot  at  the  Kensington  Terminus 
but  they  were  advised  not  to  build  there.  This 
brought  disappointment  but  it  was  decided  to 
use  part  of  the  funds  raised  to  renovate  the 
present  Ramah  chapel.  Sometime  later  another 
plot  was  chosen  but  the  committee  was  unable 
to  purchase  this  plot.  The  third  plot  was 
situated  in  a  beautiful  spot  near  the  Zoo  Lake 
but  because  of  the  fall  of  the  ground  the 
committee  was  advised  not  to  build  here.  Still 
another  plot  was  selected;  this  time  at  Rose- 
bank.  However,  the  residents  of  this  suburb 
wera  unwilling  to  have  a  chapel  in  their  area 
and  again  the  plans  for  building  had  to  be 
dropped.  The  fifth  plot  was  bought  at  West- 
cliff.  The  plans  were  passed  and  everyone's 
hopes  were  high  but  were  once  more  shattered 
when  the  Administration  of  the  Transvaal  re- 
fused permission  for  the  building  to  proceed. 
Finally,  after  many  disappointments  and  years 


of  struggling  the  present  plot  at  Highlands  was 
acquired. 

Brother  Muir  then  extended  appreciation 
and  thanks  to  all  those  who  had  helped  raise 
funds  for  the  new  chapel.  He  went  on  to  say 
that  we  should  not  slack  now  because  more 
sacrifice  was  required  to  raise  the  thousand 
pounds  still  needed  to  complete  the  new  chapel. 

In  conclusion  Brother  Muir  said,  "The  build- 
ing here  erected  will  stand  as  a  monument  to 
the  Church  and  all  it  stands  for.  It  is  indeed 
a  blessing  for  the  members  and  I  know  we  are 
all  looking  forward  to  our  time  of  worship  in 
the  new  chapel.  May  we  never  desecrate  it. 
The  most  important  things  we  need  are 
spirituality  and  reverence.  This  is  a  memo- 
rable and  historic  occasion.  May  we  ever  be 
examples  both  to  the  outside  world  and  to 
those  with  whom  we  come  in  contact." 

The  Ramah  Branch  President,  Brother 
Wilford  Wrench,  then  addressed  the  gathering 
and  said  that  since  he  was  a  comparative  new- 
comer to  the  Ramah  Branch,  he  felt  very 
humble  to  have  the  privilege  of  breaking 
ground  and  asked  that  the  honour  be  shared 
by  Brother  Norman  G.  Muir,  and  the  District 
President,  Brother  I.  C.  Louw. 

Many  cameras  clicked  at  this  stage  and  one 
could  sense  the  joy  which  filled  the  Saints  as 
their  voices  rang  out  in  "Israel,  Israel,  God  is 
Calling."  President  I.  C.  Louw  concluded  the 
meeting  with  a  very  beautiful  dedicatory 
prayer. 

Thus  through  sacrifice  and  hard  work,  after 
struggling  through  many  heart-breaking  dis- 
appointments, a  dream  of  many  years  has 
come  to  pass. 


ARRIVALS 

Elders  Gaylon  D.  Dudley,  Rex  H.  Ockey, 
Stanley  R.  Jones.  Douglas  H.  Hartley,  Kenneth 
G.  Wood,  Dan  L.  Chipman,  Kay  H.  Salmon  and 
Larry  E.  Dahl  arrived  aboard  the  "Arundel 
Castle"  on  February  16,  1956.  Elder  Dudley 
comes  from  Magrath,  Alberta,  Canada,  and  has 
been  assigned  to  labour  in  the  West  Rand 
District  with  Elder  Paul  Smith.  Elder  Ockey 
comes  from  Rosemary,  Alberta,  Canada,  and 
has  been  assigned  to  labour  in  the  Pretoria 
District  with  Elder  Therald  Quayle.  Elder 
Jones  comes  from  ?  Rosemary,  Alberta,  Canada, 
and  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in  East  Rand 


District  with  Elder  Gene  B.  Welling.  Elder 
Hartley  comes  from  Sterling,  Alberta,  Canada, 
and  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in  the  West 
Rand  District  with  Elder  Gary  Piatt.  Elder 
Wood  comes  from  Cardston,  Alberta,  Canada, 
and  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in  the  West 
Rand  District  with  Elder  Richard  Olson.  Elder 
Chipman  comes  from  Welling,  Alberta,  Canada, 
and  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in  the  Cape 
District  with  Elder  Vern  Halversen.  Elder 
Salmon  comes  from  Raymond,  Alberta,  Canada, 
and  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in  the  Cape 
District  with  Elder  Donald  Spencer.  Elder  Dahl 
comes  from  Raymond,  Alberta,  Canada,  and 
has  been  assigned  to  labour  in  Port  Elizabeth 
with  Elder  Clyde  Miller. 
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AN 

EXAMPLE 

TO 

FOLLOW 


by  Elder  Royal  Duane  Jensen 


Brother  Thomas  Wilson 


THE  RACE  JSNT  TO  THE  SWIFT  OR  THE  BATTLE  TO  THE  STROM.   Bl   I 
TO  HE  WHO  ENDURES  TO  THE  END." 

During  the  quiet  of  the  early  morning  of  February   18th.   1956,   Brother    I  honus 
Wilson,  the  great  exemplifier  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  C  hrist.  wu  called  home  b 
Heavenly  Father.     Brother  Wilson  passed  away  very  peacefulK   alter  a  short  illness 
On  the  afternoon  of  February  20th  the  loved  ones  and    friends  oi  this  noble 
filled  the  chapel  at   'C  umorah"  to  pay  their  tribute. 

Brother  Wilson  was  born  in  Ayrshire.  Scotland,  on  June  15,  1869.     His  COOTWidn 
to  the  Gospel  is  an  interesting  story  beginning  at  the  turn  of  the  centun   in  Scotland 
when  the  coal  strikes  endangered  his  business.     Prompted  by  these  threatening  condi 
tions,   Brother  Wilson   sold  his  business  and  came  to  South  Africa,  arming  here  in 
September  1901.     Five  years  later  the  missionaries  called  at  his  home  in  (ape    I 
and  interested  his  wife  in  the  Gospel.     Even  though  her  husband  was  not  inters 
Sister  Wilson  continued  to  listen  to  the  teachings  of  Mormomsm.     After  much  pe 
sion    Brother   Wilson   allowed   his  children   to  attend  Sunday   School.      I  his   was   the 
beginning.     Soon  regular  meetings  were  held  in   the  Wilson  home  and  in  December 
1^07,   Sister   Wilson    was    baptized.      In    February.    1908,   two    months    later.    Brother 
Wilson  entered  the  waters  of  baptism. 

From  that  day  forth.  Brother  Thomas  Wilson  dedicated  his  life  to  help  further 
the  work  of  the  Lord.  He  served  for  man>  years  as  Branch  President  of  the  M 
branch.  Also  he  has  served  in  the  Mission  Presidency,  spending  much  of  his  time 
travelling  and  assisting  the  various  mission  presidents  In  1909  he  mu  ordained  a 
High  Priest  and  during  1939  he  spent  some  time  in  Salt  lake  (  it >  Hc:c  bl 
privileged  to  go  through  the  Temple.  Brother  Wilson  is  the  father  ot  se\en  children, 
two  of  whom  have  served  missions  in  South  Africa. 

His  death  is  a  great  personal  loss  to  everyone  who  e\cr  knew  or  met  Brother 
Wilson.  However,  because  of  the  great  life  he  lived,  his  influence  for  good  will  continue 
to  live  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  his  famil\  and  fellow  (  hurch  members.  Indeed  he 
was  a  choice  spirit  and  of  him  it  can  truh  be  said  that  ho  loved  the  Lord.  To  him 
the  Gospel  was  utterly  real.  It  was  his  life  Brother  WiUon  very  often  said.  "The  race 
isn't  to  the  swift  or  the  battle  to  the  strong  but  to  he  who  endures  to  the  end.''  This 
was  his  goal.  His  great  desire  was  to  endure  to  the  end  in  the  work  of  the  lord.  Today 
this  is  his  achievement;  great  shall  be  the  reward.  (C  ontinued  on  page  46) 
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ORDINATIONS 
KOK,    Robert     Jacobus     (Pietermaritzburg)     — 
Deacon — by  Lewis  F.  Stokes,  January  15,  1956. 
JUBBER,    Walter    Taylor    (Bulawayo)— Teacher 

—  by  Lawrence  J.  Stokes,  January  22,  1956. 
BALMER,  William  (Springs) — Deacon — by  Vern 

L.  Halversen,  January  22,  1956. 
CHATER,  Digby  Gibbon   (Raman)—  Deacon— by 

Clarence  W.  Muir,  January  22,  1956. 
CHATER,   Kenneth   Brian    (Raman)— Deacon- 
by  James  H.  Bean,  January  22,  1956. 
NINOW,  Frederick  George  (Ramah) — Teacher — 

by  Norman  G.  Muir,  January  1,  1956. 
PATERSON,    Daniel    (Krugersdorp)  —  Priest— by 

C.  Kenneth  Powrie,  January  22,  1956. 
ADENDORFF,  John  Herbert  (Benoni)— Teacher 

—by  Gene  B.  Welling,  February  5,  1956. 
VAN     ST  ADEN,     Nicholas     Hermanus     (North 

Western) — Teacher — by   Andrew  C.  Brummer, 

February  5,  1956. 
FOLKSCHENK,      Johannes       Edward       (North 

Western) — Priest — by    Andrew    C.     Brummer. 

February  5,  1956. 
MAARTENS,  Lionel  Frederick   (North  Western) 

— Priest— by  William  H.  Brummer,  February  5, 

1956. 
HULBERT,       Douglas       (Springs)— Deacon— by 

Elmer  E.  Wilford,  February  5,  1956. 
MARTELL,   Harold   Edmond    (Springs)— Deacon 

—  by  Farrell  Z.  Kump,  February  5,  1956. 
PARK,     Walter     Mack     (Mowbray) — Priest — by 

Alvin  F.  Park,  February  5,  1956. 


SCHELTEMA,  John  Colin   (Mowbray)— Teacher 
— by  Andrew  F.  Fourie,  February  5,  1956. 


BLESSINGS 

NINOW,    Gary    Leonard    (Ramah) — Wallace    M. 

Saling,  January  8,  1956. 
NINOW,  Raymond   Charles    (Ramah)— Ivins  T. 

Schmid,  January  8,  1956. 
SMIT,   Johannes    Gerhardus    (Pretoria) — Orville 

C.  Grigor,  January  20,  1956. 
COETZEE,  Robert  Graham  III   (Benoni)   —  B. 

Kent  Taylor,  February  5,  1956. 
GREY,  Robert  Rubidge  (East  London) — Winston 

M.  Faux,  January  1,  1956. 
GREY,  Lynn   Sharon   (East  London) — Bruce  G 

Erickson,  January  1,  1956. 
EVERTON,  Colleen  Catherine    (Port  Elizabeth) 

— John  H.  Everton,  February  5,  1956. 
SCHECKLE,  Donald  Roland   (Port  Elizabeth)  — 

Clarence  R.  Doller,  February  7,  1956. 


DEATHS 

HOBBS,    Catherine    Perrin     (Ramah) 
August,  1955. 


died 


BAPTISMS    AND   CONFIRMATIONS 
GREY,     Walter     Richard      (East     London)— b. 


Bruce  G.  Erickson  and  c.   Leroy  H. 
January  8,  1956. 


Duncan, 


(Continued  from  page  45) 

In  tribute  and  appreciation  of  one  of  the  most  remarkable  men  it  has  been  my 
privilege  to  know,  I  quote  the  following  words  which  so  admirably  portray  the  life 
of  Brother  Thomas  Wilson : 

PEOPLE  LIKED  HIM 


People  liked  him,  not  because 

He  was  rich  or  known  to  fame; 
He  had  never  won  applause 

As  a  star  in  any  game. 
His  was  not  a  brilliant  style, 

His  was  not  a  forceful  way, 
But  he  had  a  gentle  smile 

And  a  kindly  word  to  say. 

Never  arrogant  or  proud, 

On  he  went  with  manner  mild; 
Never  quarrelsome  or  loud, 

Just  as  simple  as  a  child; 
Honest,  patient,  brave  and  true; 

Thus  he  lived  from  day  to  day 
Doing  what  he  found  to  do 

In  a  cheerful  sort  of  way. 


Sort  of  man  you  like  to  meet 

Any  time  or  any  place. 
There  was  always  something  sweet 

And  refreshing  in  his  face. 

Sort  of  man  you'd  like  to  be : 

Balanced  well  and  truly  square; 
Patient  in  adversity, 

Generous  when  his  skies  were  fair. 
Never  lied  to  friends  or  foe, 

Never  rash  in  word  or  deed. 
Quick  to  come  and  slow  to  go 

In  a  neighbour's  time  of  need. 


Never  rose  to  wealth  or  fame, 

Simply  lived  and  simply  died, 
But  the  passing  of  his  name 

Left  a  sorrow,  far  and  wide. 
Not  for  glory  he'd  attained, 

Nor  for  what  he  had  of  pelf. 
Were  the  friends  he  had  gained. 

But  for  what  he  was  himself. 

— Edgar  A.  Guest. 
"TO  LIVE  IN  HEARTS  WE  LEAVE  BEHIND  IS  NOT  TO  DIE." 


Wasn't  one  to  boast  of  gold, 

Or  belittle  it  with  sneers. 
Didn't  change  from  hot  to  cold, 

Kept  his  friends  throughout  the  years. 
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*A  Mvssaqv  from  thv  EUlvrn    1}u0>rum 

EXERCISE  OF  POWER 


b>    Kennel li  Powrie 


One  of  the  luresl  ways  to  test  the  trut  calibre 

of  a  man  is  to  gi^e  him  power;  for  11  is  by  the 

way  he  employs  power  that  one  is  able  to  sec 
whether  he  is  going  about  the  set  task  in  a  spirit 
Of  sheer  sell'-aggrandi/einent  or  lor  the  greatei 

benefit  o\'  service  to  his  fellow  beings. 

In  the  history  Of  men  aiul  governments,  we 
are  able  to  see  that  power  in  unrighteous  and 
unschooled  hands  has  brought  about  some  of 
the  most  deplorable  atrocities  of  all  time.  For 
example,  look  at  the  French  Revolution  when 
the  masses  took  command  and  had  supreme 
power  in  the  affairs  of  the  country,  when 
justice  was  blinded  b\  hatred  lor  the  previous 
rulers,  who  were  equally  guilty  of  the  misuse 
of  power.  Fven  in  this  20th  (  entury.  Adolf 
Hitler  and  his  henchmen  were  responsible  for 
the  abortive  use  of  power.  At  the  end  of  the 
war,  the  world  was  stunned  at  the  shocking 
stories  that  were  revealed.  All  these  events 
bring  to  light  the  truism  that  the  use  of  power 
for  power's  sake  alone  can  be  likened  to  a 
child   playing   with   high  explosives. 

For  an  example  of  the  correct  employment 
ol  power,  let  us  turn  to  the  life  of  the  most 
powerful  man  who  ever  lived  —  our  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ.  He  indeed  was  the  supreme 
power  on  earth  at  his  time,  yet  he  accepted  his 
supremacy  with  the  greatest  humility, 
knowing  that  he  was  wielding  that  weapon  on 
behalf  of.  not  himself,  but  his  Father  in 
Heaven.  His  very  strength  was  in  his  humility 
and,  as  we  well  know,  he  could  have  relieved 
himself  o(  the  horror  of  the  crucifixion  by 
calling  upon  legions  o\  angels  to  come  to  his 
rtSCUe,  but  he  knew  that  that  display  of  might 
alone  would  not  have  the  lasting  effect  that  is 
shaping  the  destiny  of  the  world  to  this  \er\ 
day. 

This  very  same  power  of  the  Master,  is 
today  vested  in  the  hands  of  the  Priesthood  and 
Leaders  of  the  Church  c(  Jesus  (  hrist  of 
Latter-day  Saints.  We.  the  Priesthood  holders. 
are  able  individually  to  trace  the  line  of 
authority  through  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  to 
our  Lord  Himself.  It  is  therefore  incumbent 
on  us  to  look  to  ourselves  to  see  first,  whether 


we    aie    using    the    Priesthood    in    humility    an  J 

righteousness    whether     we    are    being 

channels  through   which   the   Powei    of    CuhI   is 
(lowing  fred)   and  Strongly,  or  whether  w 
giving  so  much  thought  to  i  ur   own  scKes  that 
we  are  impeding  the  How  ot  that  di\me  power. 

DO   we   indeed    realize    what    power    we 
m  v  in    hands'      Our    SavioUl   is  not  here  upon 

the    earth    todaj    and    according])    he    has 

appointed  his  delegates  to  govern  and  run  His 

affairs.       I  he    Priesthood    has    been    gi\cn    this 
special    task    and    the    same    pOWCI     which    Was 
used    tO    create    this    earth    and    all    the    things 
therein    is    now     in    our    hands   to    l.icihtatc    its 
maintenance.       1     recall     my     thoughts    on    .m 
occasion    when     I    saw     |    tilm    eulogizing    the 
medical  profession.      I  considered  BOH    wonder 
ful   it   must    fed   t0   be   a   dOCtOT,   I"   be  able   to 
make  people  whole,   to  help   them  to  find  the 
way  back  to  health      I  hen  I  realised  that  I 
an  Elder  in  the  C  hurch.  had  that  \ct\   p. 
even   more  so.  in  that  mine  had  been  ej\cn  to 

me  b)  Divine  Authority     Whereas 

skill  is  primaril)  and  usually  in  direct  physical 
application,  the  power  ot  the  Priesthood  l* 
above    and    beyond    that    which    is    earthU    or 

physical,  we  have  to  use  faith;  we  have  to  . 

we    have    to    be    clean    channels,    wc    ha\ 
stretch   upwards  and  out   of  this  world  for  our 
power  and  unless  we  are  able  l>>  C  the 

doubts  and  distractions  Oi  the  worldly  things 
and  maintain  childlike  faith  and  humility,  wc 
fail. 

Nor  does  this  respoosibilil  .long 

to  the  Priesthood  holders  alone      1  VST)   p 
upon  the  earth  has  been  granted  the  power  of 
tree   agency      the    power    to  gfal    trom 

wrong,  the  power  to  turther  the  work  of  the 
I  oid.  the  power  to  exercise  t.nth  to  .vinplc- 
ment  the  work  o\  the  Priesthood  holders,  the 
power  to  maintain  a  clean  bod)  and,  above  all 
the  power  to  be  an  e  v.  on  pie  to  others  b\  emu- 
Sting    the    example    the    S  displayed    in 

ising  His  Power       We  should  not  be.  wc  mus; 
not   be    haughty    and    proud    and    self-sat 
because  wre  happen  CO  have  the  erful 

weapon  of  all  in  the  full  truth  of  dkt    I 
of  Jesus  (  hrist      I  HI    PRII  MMtmi) 
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THAT  BARE  LOOK 


Taken  from  the  Editorial  Page  of  The  Church  News 


Recently  a  hosiery  advertisement  had  as  its 
main  point  the  fact  that  the  stockings  being 
offered  for  sale  gave  women  "that  bare  look." 

In  making  this  appeal  the  merchant 
attempted  to  take  advantage  of  a  psychology 
which  is  becoming  quite  dominant  these  days. 
The  fashion  makers  are  going  all  out  for  "that 
bare  lock"  it  seems.  And  it  appears  too  that 
women  and  girls  who  wish  to  follow  the 
fashions  are  willing  to  submit  themselves  to 
this  "bare  look." 

What  is  at  the  bottom  of  this  kind  of  appeal? 
Why  do  fashion  makers  make  this  approach 
in  their  selling  and  in  their  manufacture? 

The  fact  is,  that  in  this  day— and  remember 
what  the  scriptures  call  it — there  is  an  ever 
increasing  emphasis  upon  sex,  and  this  in  turn 
produces  an  ever  increasing  urge  to  lower  the 
standards  cf  right  and  wrong. 

HOW  FAR  will  latter-day  Saint  women  an.J 
girls  go  in  following  the  present  trends?  Are 
they  willing  to  think  for  themselves  and  stop 
to  realize  what  is  guiding  such  a  trend? 

Every  Latter-day  Saint  woman  and  girl 
should  realize  the  importance  of  modesty  in 
dress.  If  the  Lord  had  intended  that  human 
beings  were  to  go  about  nude  or  semi-nude  he 
probably  would  not  have  provided  that  they 
should  clothe  themselves.  But  any  reader  of 
the  story  of  the  creation  will  know  that  in  the 
very  beginning  of  things,  the  Lord  gave  clothes 
to  Adam  and  Eve  to  "cover  their  nakedness." 
He  had  a  purpose  in  it,  and  the  purpose  was 
good.  Shall  we  of  today  ignore  it,  and  pursue 
"that  bare  look?" 

No  human  being  ever  looked  so  well  as 
when  he  or  she  is  well  groomed.  To  be  well 
groomed  should  mean  to  cover  up  that  "bare 
look."  Human  bodies  need  a  protective 
covering. 

PROTRUDING  SHOULDER  blades,  un- 
attractive necks,  thin  or  fat  arms  and  legs, 
bulging  waistlines,  knobby  knees,  poorly  shaped 
toes — do  any  of  these  become  more  attractive 
because  of  "that  bare  look?"  Would  not  all  of 


them  be  best  covered  and  hidden  from  the 
public  view? 

"That  bare  look"  is  the  new  version  of  "sex 
appeal."  It  may  not  be  as  frank  and  to  the 
point  as  the  older  expression,  but  in  a  way  it 
is  more  vicious,  being  an  invitaion  to  exposure 
as  it  is. 

Modesty  in  dress  is  the  first  line  of  defer ce 
for  virtue.  If  women  and  girls  would  protect 
their  virtue  they  must  also  protect  their 
modesty. 

The  immodesty  of  our  modern  dress  is  one 
of  the  great  factors  in  the  breakdown  of 
morality.  Ask  any  boy  in  trouble  what  led 
him  to  such  things,  and  in  all  probability  he 
will  tell  you  if  he  is  truthful,  that  he  was 
aroused  by  exposure  or  semi-exposure  on  the 
part  of  some  girl  or  woman. 

"THAT  BARE  LOOK"  breaks  down  .his 
resistance,  fires  his  imagination,  and  gives  him 
the  courage  to  sin.  "That  bare  look"  to  many  a 
boy  and  man  has  been  a  "come  on,"  an  invi- 
tation on  the  part  of  a  woman. 

Sex  crime  is  on  the  increase  in  every  part  of 
the  United  States,  and  it  is  widespread  abroad. 
It  increases  as  "that  bare  look"  increases.  And 
who  is  responsible?  Can  all  the  blame  go  to 
a  boy  if  a  girl,  by  her  appearance,  makes  the 
evil  act  seem  easy  and  welcome? 

There  is  nothing  old-fashioned  in  being 
dressed  properly.  There  is  nothing  out-moded 
in  modesty.  And  surely  to  the  minds  of  Latter- 
day  Saints,  there  is  nothing  archaic  in  the 
preservation  of  virtue. 

AS  A  PEOPLE  we  must  always  remember 
that  the  Lord  puts  sex  sin  next  to  murder  in 
its  seriousness.  Regardless  of  what  the  world 
may  say  and  do,  the  protection  of  virtue  is  pf 
greater  importance  than  the  protecion  of  life. 

Leaders  of  the  Church  through  the  genera- 
tions have  taught  that  they  would  rather  lay 
away  their  loved  ones  in  virtue  and  purity, 
than  to  have  them  live  amid  unchastity. 

That  teaching  still  holds  true,  even  though 
"that  bare  look"  seeks  to  destroy  it. 
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